
Name____________________ 
AP Literature and Composition 

Ms. DiMaggio  
Summer Work Packet 

 
Welcome to AP Literature and Composition.  Your journey through this course 

begins now! 
 

 This summer you will read two novels:  Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt and 
Sons and Lovers by D.H.Lawrence.  Sons and Lovers has been provided for you, however 
you are asked to purchase the novel Angela’s Ashes.  You will also read the poetry packet 
that has been distributed to you. 
 
 While reading each novel and the poetry packet, you should take strong notes.  
These notes will not be collected, but may assist you in preparing for the test that will be 
given at the start of the school year (date to be announced at our first class meeting).  At 
our second class meeting, I will be collecting the two essays you are required to complete 
as well as the compilation of poetry analysis assigned to you. 
 
Part One: 
 Choose one of the following essay topics (taken from past AP Literature and 
Composition tests) and use Angela’s Ashes as the foundation for your response, and then 
choose a second essay topic and use Sons and Lovers as the foundation of your response.   
Your response is to be typed and well-organized, incorporating quotes from the work as a 
means of support.  Your thesis statement should be evident in the first paragraph of each 
essay.  Each essay should not exceed three typed double-spaced pages and should follow 
all rules of MLA style. 
 
Remember, select two topics (one for each novel): 
 

1. An effective literary work does not merely stop or cease; it concludes.  In the 
view of some critics, a work that does not provide the pleasure of significant 
“closure” has terminated with an artistic fault.  A satisfactory ending is not, 
however, always conclusive in every sense; significant closure may require the 
reader to abide with or adjust to ambiguity and uncertainty.  In an essay, discuss 
the ending of a novel that you believe contains an appropriate or inappropriate 
conclusion.  Avoid plot summary; explain precisely how and why the ending 
appropriately or inappropriately concludes the work. 
 

2. Although literary critics have tended to praise the unique in literary 
characterization, many authors have employed the stereotyped character 
successfully.  Select a work and, in a well-written essay, show how the 
conventional or stereotyped character or characters function to achieve the 
author’s purpose. 

 
 



3. A recurring theme in literature is “the classic war between a passion and 
responsibility.”  For instance, a personal cause, a love, a desire for revenge, a 
determination to redress a wrong, or some other emotion or drive may conflict 
with moral duty.  Choose a work in which a character confronts the demands of a 
private passion that conflicts with his or her responsibilities.  In a well-written 
essay show clearly the nature of the conflict, its effects upon the character, and its 
significance to the work. 
 

4. A critic has said that one important measure of a superior work of literature it its 
ability to produce in the reader a healthy confusion of pleasure and disquietude.  
Select a work that produces this “healthy confusion.”  Write an essay in which 
you explain the sources of the “pleasure and disquietude” experienced by the 
readers of the work.   

 
5. Choose a novel that depicts a conflict between a parent and a son or daughter.  

Write an essay in which you analyze the sources of the conflict and explain how 
the conflict contributes to the meaning of the work.  Avoid plot summary. 

 
Part Two 
 

Read the poetry packet thoroughly and know the meanings of the poetic terms and 
devices explained throughout the packet. 

 
Form a collection of ten poems that you have found; at least seven of these should 

span the 17th-19th centuries while three may be from the 20th-21st centuries.  Type, write, 
or paste a copy of the poem in the center of a sheet of paper and then annotate the poem – 
mark up the poem/area of the paper surrounding the poem using pen, pencil, colorful 
markers, highlighters, computerized print, etc. to write words or symbols identifying the 
parts of the poem that capture your attention.  Perhaps a line raises a question for you, or 
a stanza seems incredibly astounding; maybe the diction of the poet captures you, or the 
subject matter seems trivial yet thoughtful.  In essence, your annotations should reveal 
the thoughts evoked within you in response to the poem.  Incorporate the terms from the 
poetry packet where applicable, but be sure to make your analysis the main focus of your 
work.  Design a cover page for your booklet as well; be sure your name is on this cover 
page.   
 

Be as creative or as simplistic as you desire!  Each page of your booklet may be 
done by hand or computer-generated and must show your analysis of the poem.  Identify 
the poet and date of publication for each poem included in your work on its respective 
page.  You will have a total of ten pages – one for each poem you have selected.   

 
All summer work will be graded and averaged into your first marking period grade. 
 
Any questions?  Email me at:  gina_dimaggio@lyndhurst.k12.nj.us 
 
Enjoy the novels, and I look forward to teaching you in the fall. 
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